More on JUDGE THOI-iAS 10/28/91 

Posaiblrtj one of tlie most effective items used by the -hits House and its collaborators 
to pressures! the ^homas nomination through the Senate wa 3 an oped page article by Juan 
v/illiams, of the Washington Post. V/illiams is black. His article, loaded with severe con - 
demnations of virtually all those oppoaed to the nomination, has more impact because lie 
is black. ~ , . 

joojate the VyS ? acknolwedged that sexual harassment charges, plural, had been filed 
against Williams. While I do not recall that it said so, thi 3 alone should have disquali- 
fied him from writing on the subject. It also -Should have impelled thtj^st not to assign 
it or if it had not, if the article was his idea, it should^lave j He 
was just too much involved in a similar situation. But, were none of this true, then had 
he and the Po3t intended honesty, the paper would have reported tliat similar charges had 
been made against Williams and were pendingo 

The Post supported Thomas, whihjf? can explain its willingness to depart from, indeed- 
to violate traditional American journalistic standards VH/^t Ihc 

Wliat else the Post did compounds its abandonment of principle and of honesty. 
was not apparent until today’s issue. It ha3 an oped page article by Ralph 0. Neas, exec- 
tiive director of the Leadership Conference on Givil Rights. In plaitaiqg* English itcasti- 
gates V/illiams as a deliberate li^ar in his piece/ > uno 

Sy content tliis Heas response was written immediately. (Thoma^ had not^jeen con- 
firmed. Hacyfcliis article appeared A/hen it should have, before the Senate GOP 3 were able 
tp k-ieuexi the V/illiams column, it would have had considerable impact and it would have 
made a record that the GOPs for ^liomas weiie using lies, as they were in any event, to 
avpifl confronting the actual issues involved in th£? controversy. 

What the Post, in tliis instance Greenfeld, and/or those under her, is unconscionable. 
Having printed gross lies and having been informed tliat they were ^goss lies it delayed 
even a gesture at rectification until long after the Post’s political objectives^ erved 


by the lie 3 it |iublished, had been achitf^ed. If it had not, 


s^^-ght “nxrt'~have— be on 


